
Libby wa s  born in Ips wic h to M a rg a re t a nd B ruc e  E va ns ,  the
middle  c hi ld of  thre e  c hi ldre n.  A fte r  c omple ting  he r  s e c onda ry
s c hool ing  a t Ips wic h G ir ls  G ra mma r ,  s he  a tte nde d the  U nive rs i ty
of  Que e ns la nd a c hie v ing  a  B a c he lor  of  A r ts  wi th H onours .    
 
In 1 9 7 3 ,  s he  g a ine d re c rui tme nt a s  a  g ra dua te  tra ine e  for  the
D e pa r tme nt of  T ra de  in C a nbe rra .   In 1 9 7 4  s he  me t B a rry  a nd his
two da ug hte rs ,  Nic ky  a nd Jul ia .  T hre e  months  a f te r  the ir
ma rr ia g e  in 1 9 7 8 ,  B a rry  took up a  four - ye a r  pos t a s  S e nior
T ra de  C ommis s ione r  in B a ng kok a nd Libby s e c ure d the  pos i t ion
of  S e nior  Le c ture r  in the  E ng l is h D e pa r tme nt a t  the  U nive rs i ty
of  C hula long korn.  In 1 9 8 1  the ir  da ug hte r  Re ne e  wa s  born.

In 1 9 9 0  Libby a c c e pte d a  four - ye a r  pos ting  to Vie nna  a s  D e puty  A mba s s a dor .  S he  the n
be c a me  A mba s s a dor  to S a ntia g o from 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 5  a nd he r  fina l  pos ting  wa s  to C hic a g o a s
C ons ul  G e ne ra l  f rom 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 1 .     
 
Long - t ime  fr ie nds  took the  oppor tuni ty  dur ing  the s e  ove rs e a s  a s s ig nme nts  to v is i t  L ibby
a nd he r  fa mi ly ,  s ha r ing  ma ny ha ppy hol ida ys .  
 
L ibby ’s  work in the  now a ma lg a ma te d D e pa r tme nt of  Fore ig n A ffa irs  a nd T ra de  wa s
note worthy for  he r  e xpe r tis e  in tra de  re la t ions  wi th Ja pa n a nd Kore a ,  nuc le a r  ma tte rs  a nd
A us tra l ia ’s  pa r t ic ipa tion in A PE C .  S he  wa s  a ls o ins trume nta l  in a dva nc ing  tra de  re la t ions
with A me r ic a .  L ibby ’s  re l ia bi l i ty ,  judg e me nt a nd s ound a dv ic e  e a rne d he r  the  re s pe c t of
both M inis te rs  a nd the  D e pa r tme nt ’s  e xe c utive .  A s  a  me ntor  to junior  s ta ff,  s he  a ls o ma de
a  s trong  c ontr ibution to the  s ta nding  a nd le a de rs hip of  wome n.  
 
Re ti r ing  to the  S uns hine  C oa s t in 2 0 1 3  a fte r  for ty  ye a rs  of  s e rv ic e ,  twe nty  ye a rs  of  whic h
we re  a t a  s e nior  le ve l ,  L ibby c ontinue d to ma inta in a  s trong  inte re s t in wor ld e ve nts  a nd
A us tra l ia ’s  pla c e  in wor ld tra de .  A long  wi th he r  c ommitme nt a nd s uppor t to he r  thre e
da ug hte rs  a nd s ix g ra ndc hi ldre n,  he r  inte re s ts  inc lude d s ki ing  a nd tra ve l  a nd a s  a n a c t ive
me mbe r  of  the  A le xa ndra  H e a dla nd Rota ry  C lub.  Joining  H e a dla nd G ol f  C lub in mid-  2 0 1 3
s he  e njoye d the  c ompa nions hip of  fe l low pla ye rs  a nd s trong ly  s uppor te d the  obje c tive s  of
the  C lub’s  Future  Fund.   
 
L ibby ha d a  r ic h a nd ha ppy l i fe ;  a  l i fe  of  c ommitme nt a nd a c hie ve me nt,  a  l i fe  l i ve d wi th
inte g r i ty  in both pe rs ona l  a nd profe s s iona l  s phe re s .  M a ny a dmire d he r  wa rmth,  he r
inte re s t in othe rs  a nd he r  s e ns e  of  humour .  H e r  s toic is m a nd indomita ble  s pir i t  dis pla ye d
in c ha l le ng ing  he r  i l lne s s  is  a n e xa mple  to us  a l l .
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