Gift in Memory

SYBEL WHITTLE

Sybel Herbert Lindley was born in Toowoomba, one of four
children to grazier parents Horace and Grace who owned a
cattle property called Jingeri, northwest of Kingaroy. She was
educated at three different boarding schools and demonstrated
an aptitude for mathematics. At 24, she and her sister left for
England and whilst in Yugoslavia in 1939, WW2 was declared.
Managing to get back to war-ravaged London, she studied during
the day and drove ambulances at night before joining the Fany
Corps of the British Army, a small part of which was highly
secret at the time and later became famous as a parent unit for
many women who undertook espionage work for the Special
Operations Executive. Recruits were trained in one of four fields:
Motor Transport, Wireless Telegraphy, Codes or General. They
worked on coding and signals, acting as conductors for agents —— -

and providing administration and technical support for the Special Training Schools.

Promoted to ‘officer’ and assigned to the Lancashire Fusiliers, Sybel became involved with
the use of radar to help land planes when they returned from bombing raids. It was here
she met and married Harold Whittle from Lancashire who was also in the British army. Two
years later their daughter Sue was born.

Returning to Australia in 1946, initially to Jingeri, in 1947-48, the Whittle family settled in
Brisbane where Harold worked as a commercial artist. Moving to Buderim, they rented a
cottage and leased adjoining land to grow bananas, strawberries, beans, and other fruits
and vegetables. In 1949, they bought a 38-acre property on the northern slopes of
Buderim and built their house, which Sybel designed. Their son Simon was born in 1952.

Both Sybel and her husband were part of a group that helped establish Headland Golf Club
and became a life member in 1973. As well as their dedication and commitment to the Club
and its stewardship, in 1960 Harold and Sybel demonstrated their golfing prowess by both
becoming Club Champions in the same year. Sybel was the second lady captain from 1958-
1961 and was Associate President for three of the years between 1963 and 1971. In her
role as captain, she was reportedly cool calm and collected, knowledgeable and fair-
minded. She played golf with fun, distinction and with enthusiasm until the mid-eighties, a
thirty-year career at Headland.

After Harold passed away in 1991, Sybel played bridge five days a week reaching the rank
of “Life Master” with over 500 master points. Remembered as loyal, supportive, frugal,
uncomplicated and modest, she loved her garden and enjoyed the regular visits of her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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