
S ybe l  H e rbe r t Lindle y  wa s  born in T oowoomba ,  one  of  four
c hi ldre n to g ra z ie r  pa re nts  H ora c e  a nd G ra c e  who owne d a
c a tt le  prope r ty  c a l le d J ing e r i ,  nor thwe s t of  King a roy.  S he  wa s
e duc a te d a t thre e  diffe re nt boa rding  s c hools  a nd de mons tra te d
a n a pti tude  for  ma the ma tic s .  A t 2 4 ,  s he  a nd he r  s is te r  le f t  for
E ng la nd a nd whi ls t  in Y ug os la v ia  in 1 9 3 9 ,  WW2  wa s  de c la re d.
M a na g ing  to g e t ba c k to wa r - ra va g e d London,  s he  s tudie d dur ing
the  da y a nd drove  a mbula nc e s  a t nig ht be fore  joining  the  Fa ny
C orps  of  the  B r i t is h A rmy,  a  s ma l l  pa r t  of  whic h wa s  hig hly
s e c re t a t  the  t ime  a nd la te r  be c a me  fa mous  a s  a  pa re nt uni t  for
ma ny wome n who unde r took e s piona g e  work for  the  S pe c ia l
Ope ra tions  E xe c utive .  Re c rui ts  we re  tra ine d in one  of  four  fie lds :
M otor  T ra ns por t,  Wire le s s  T e le g ra phy,  C ode s  or  G e ne ra l .  T he y
worke d on c oding  a nd s ig na ls ,  a c t ing  a s  c onduc tors  for  a g e nts  
a nd prov iding  a dminis tra tion a nd te c hnic a l  s uppor t for  the  S pe c ia l  T ra ining  S c hools .    
 
Promote d to ‘offic e r ’  a nd a s s ig ne d to the  La nc a s hire  Fus i l ie rs ,  S ybe l  be c a me  involve d wi th
the  us e  of  ra da r  to he lp la nd pla ne s  whe n the y re turne d from bombing  ra ids .  It  wa s  he re
s he  me t a nd ma rr ie d H a rold Whitt le  f rom La nc a s hire  who wa s  a ls o in the  B r i t is h a rmy.  T wo
ye a rs  la te r  the ir  da ug hte r  S ue  wa s  born.    
 
Re turning  to A us tra l ia  in 1 9 4 6 ,  ini t ia l ly  to J ing e r i ,  in 1 9 4 7 - 4 8 ,  the  Whitt le  fa mi ly  s e tt le d in
B r is ba ne  whe re  H a rold worke d a s  a  c omme rc ia l  a r t is t .  M oving  to B ude r im,  the y  re nte d a
c otta g e  a nd le a s e d a djoining  la nd to g row ba na na s ,  s tra wbe rr ie s ,  be a ns ,  a nd othe r  f rui ts
a nd ve g e ta ble s .  In 1 9 4 9 ,  the y  boug ht a  3 8 - a c re  prope r ty  on the  nor the rn s lope s  of
B ude r im a nd bui l t  the ir  hous e ,  whic h S ybe l  de s ig ne d.  T he ir  s on S imon wa s  born in 1 9 5 2 .  
   
B oth S ybe l  a nd he r  hus ba nd we re  pa r t of  a  g roup tha t he lpe d e s ta bl is h H e a dla nd G ol f  C lub
a nd be c a me  a  l i fe  me mbe r  in 1 9 7 3 .  A s  we l l  a s  the ir  de dic a tion a nd c ommitme nt to the  C lub
a nd i ts  s te wa rds hip,  in 1 9 6 0  H a rold a nd S ybe l  de mons tra te d the ir  g olfing  prowe s s  by  both
be c oming  C lub C ha mpions  in the  s a me  ye a r .  S ybe l  wa s  the  s e c ond la dy c a pta in from 1 9 5 8 -
1 9 6 1  a nd wa s  A s s oc ia te  Pre s ide nt for  thre e  of  the  ye a rs  be twe e n 1 9 6 3  a nd 1 9 7 1 .  In he r
role  a s  c a pta in,  s he  wa s  re por te dly  c ool  c a lm a nd c ol le c te d,  knowle dg e a ble  a nd fa i r -
minde d.  S he  pla ye d g ol f  wi th fun,  dis t inc t ion a nd wi th e nthus ia s m unti l  the  mid- e ig htie s ,  a
thir ty - ye a r  c a re e r  a t  H e a dla nd.    
 
A f te r  H a rold pa s s e d a wa y in 1 9 9 1 ,  S ybe l  pla ye d br idg e  five  da ys  a  we e k re a c hing  the  ra nk
of  “Li fe  M a s te r ”  wi th ove r  5 0 0  ma s te r  points .  Re me mbe re d a s  loya l ,  s uppor tive ,  f rug a l ,
unc ompl ic a te d a nd mode s t,  s he  love d he r  g a rde n a nd e njoye d the  re g ula r  v is i ts  of  he r
g ra ndc hi ldre n a nd g re a t- g ra ndc hi ldre n.
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