
Bo rn in  Ro ma, P at ric ia Grace and her fo ur s ib l ings
grew up in  I n june so ut h-west  Queensland,  where her
parent s o wned and ran a ho t el . A t alent ed st udent ,
she was Dux  and Scho o l Capt ain  o f t he bo ard ing
scho o l she at t ended in  Sandgat e befo re qualify ing as a
Scho o l Teacher. Aft er a brief t each ing career,  she met
Jo hn Wat erwo rt h ,  who  had been a guest  at  her
parent s '  ho t el . They  married  in  1967 and mo v ed t o
St ant ho rpe t o  run a ho t el ,  inv est ing in  so ft  drink
fact o ries in  bo t h  St ant ho rpe and Ro ma. P at ric ia
suppo rt ed  Jo hn in  t he businesses whilst  rais ing t heir
fo ur so ns.   
 
As her so ns grew up t o  go  t heir d ifferent  way s,  in  1987
Jo hn and P at ric ia decided t o  sel l  up  and mo v e t o  t heir ho l iday  ho me o n t he Sunshine
Co ast . P lay ing squash and lat er go lf,  she jo ined t he H eadland Go lf Club  in  1994 t ak ing
part  in  pennant  co mpet it io ns. 
 
An  av id  reader,  P at ric ia made many  friends t hro ugh her inv o lv ement  in  bo o k  c lubs.   
As a M aro o chy do re l ibrary  v o lunt eer,  she cho se and del iv ered bo o k s fo r ho usebo und
peo ple ev ery  mo nt h. She was an  act iv e member o f t he St el la M aris  Cat ho lic  Church
nine am mass co mmunit y  and fo und suppo rt  during her lo ng i l lness fro m t he
Christ ian  medit at io n  gro up at  Buderim’s St  M ary ’s  Church. Kno wing her i l lness was
t erminal she arranged fo r t he Cit t amani pal l iat iv e care nurses t o  help  Jo hn and her
sist er M eg t o  care fo r her at  ho me ,  and as she was such a beaut ifu l  perso n,  so me o f
t he nurses at t ended her funeral. 
 
P at ric ia was a pat ient  and caring mo t her,  a t o ugh co mpet it o r and a g iv er,  t he ex t ent
o f her t rue genero sit y  and suppo rt  fo r charit y  o n ly  k no wn aft er she had passed away.
Al l  who  had t he priv i lege o f her acquaint ance and friendship  remember her co urage
and ready  smile. 
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